[image: image1.jpg]T @

La Magdalena

Instituto de EdGcacion Secundaria




 
[image: image2.jpg]



Dear Malala:
Teaching is not easy and learning takes time, effort and dedication.

Nowadays, the second decade of the 21st century, and from this part of planet Earth which is supposed to belong to those countries referred to as first world where we lived, things related to learning are getting more and more complicated.

Technological advances and the (relative) well-being of a great part of the population, has probably provoked that many of our students consider a hardous duty having to spend much of the day in a classroom.

Your experience has been totally different. You, on the other hand, have had to struggle hard not to be deprived of your right to an education which they wanted to deny you just because of being a woman/ you were a woman.

Your bet has been so risky that you've been about to paying with your life because you thought unfair to give up your right to an education that will open you new horizons and perspectives.  This is why you have become a reference and set an example for a lot of people, for your courage and determination. At least, and especially, for us.

Our High School, a center for Secondary Education, is located in an industrial neighbourhood in Avilés, which a medium-sized town in the North coast of Spain.
Our students, as you may guess, belong to working class people and pretty many of them are suffering going through the consequences of the economic crisis plaguing Europe and more particularly the countries in the South.
For this reason they sometimes think that devoting part of their time to study and learn is a waste of time. Social networks, (some) media or misleading advertising make them believe that the key is to have money (no matter how you manage to get it) and own endless material things, most of them useless.

The situation is even worse for girls as the message which is conveyed is that the most important thing in life is to have a smart looking and their education is secondary, when harmful, to have success in life.
They are constantly fired bullets right into the brain, and although these are not made of lead, also hurt ...and deter from fighting for real aims worth having.
And here is where you come into scene ... as most teachers in our school thought interesting to promote a project which we have managed to extend to all of our students and which we have named as Malala´s Contact
Based on your life experience, and taking you as an example, we have studied your biography, your country, music, political and economic conditions in Pakistan, the problems you face for water, the exploitation that some multinational has on part of the population, especially children,... etc.

Every subject has devoted time and adapted content of the curriculum to the project, and after a whole course, we have completed it and we are ready to show the result of our activities, tasks and work to other Schools  in our area.

One of our major wish is that we could get in touch with you so that we could show you the tasks and activities we have developed having you and your world as we imagine it, as inspiration and that you could also learn about us. Needless to say our great aspiration would be that you could come to Spain and visit our School.

We imagine you must have thousands of duties and commitments, but we are really excited about taking chances to make this great dream come true and work to be able to meet you one day and show you how we all greatly admire you as a person.
If this were not possible we could always organize a videoconference or any other activity that you can think of or may suit you. Thank you very much for paying attention to this letter. Our best wishes and a big hug from Spain.

Our High School (a center for Secondary Education ) is located in an industrial neighborhood in Avilés, which is a medium-sized town in the North coast of Spain.


Unfortunately, our students are constantly fired with “bullets”, that although are not made of lead, are harmful all the same when aimed at their brains. That is why we have taken Malala Yousafzai as reference to make them aware of the importance of education in their lives.








